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that British Indians would not be molested by the police, News has, however,
arrived from the Transvaal that the Commissioner of Police has issued
instructions for the enforcement of the Foot-path Bye-law. The reason
for the sudden departure is this, A Kaffir is alleged to have misbehaved
himself, The case came before Mr, Van Der Berg, and he (the Kaffir)
was discharged. Some interested parties thought that it was a miscarriage
of justice, Letters, most passionately worded, were sent to the Press.
The Leader encourged the agitation by opening its columns and
advocating a stringent anti-Native policy. The result is what we see, and
if any regulations are to be enforced against the Natives, other Coloured
people including Indians arc covered by them as a matter of course. Lord
Milner has declined to draw the distinction, and the Indians have to suffer*
Indeed, the Commissioner of Police has been pleased to add to the instruc-
tions that Coloured persons of the better class and Natives exempted under
Ordinance 28 of 1902 arc not to be interfered with, The police, therefore,
will have a very invidious duty to perform. They will have to become experts
in knowing Coloured people of the better class from others, Evidently,
there is no test laid down as to what is to constitute a 'Coloured
person of the better class, The matter will, therefore, be left to the absolute
discretion of the police* It does not seem to have struck the Commissioner
of Police that such instructions are bound to create a great deal of irritation
and inconvenience. Rather than having regulations which are so very
indefinite in their scope, it would be infinitely better for all concerned
to enforce the regulations- as they are and prevent any Coloured person
from using the foot-paths. It may be a drastic remedy, but if the anti-
Coloured policy is to be followed up by the Transvaal Government, we sec
no other solution, The latest regulations are one more illustration of how
the complaint of the British Indian Association that the old laws of the
Transvaal against the Asiatics arc far more severely enforced now than
before is being justified, for it should be noted that the foot-path regula-
tions were totally a dead letter during the Boer regime so far as the British
Indians were concerned,
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